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Badoglio had taken charge on November 28th, and
after Graziani's first southern campaign had ended
mgloriously with the loss of some tanks in the Ogaden,
Marshal GrazianTs failure remains a mystery. He
had no serious opposition against him." For various
reasons the Harar district was not mobilized like other
parts of the country. Its people are largely Moslem,
and their loyalty was considered doubtful, though they
fought well enough some months later* According
to Abyssinian standards the Harar country is rich and
prosperous, and Harar itself is in easy reach of Diredawa,
the Swindon of the Addis Ababa railway. Graziani's
Italian and Somali army turned back from a task which
an Indian army brigade would have accomplished
easily. The sadistic hatred which he vented^on the
Ethiopians after he became Governor may have had
its origin partly in memories of this unhappy exhibition
of Italian military incompetence.

The Somali bandas, who had always believed that
tanks could lead anywhere, refused to move in the
Ogaden sector. Graziani's white troops were then too
poor to go ahead, so he thought. With the wretchedest
troops properly armed, he could have pressed on to
Harar. There he could have lived on the rich country
and smashed the railway. He dared not* He thought
the Ethiopians a hundred thousand strong.1

Up to the beginning of December the Italians had
shown, such very poor fighting qualities, and made
such little use of their overwhelming weight of arma-
ments that poor little David was tempted to go out and
meet Goliath in the open. The undisciplined levies in
the Northern sector tended to mass together, affording
1G. L. Steer, Caesar in^Abyssmia, 177.